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Abstract
We performed a search of star-forming sites influenced by external factors, such as SNRs,
HII regions, and cloud-cloud collisions, to understand the star-forming activity in the Galactic
center region using the NRO Galactic Center Survey in SiO v= 0,J =2− 1, H13CO+J = 1− 0,
and CS J = 1− 0 emission lines obtained by the Nobeyama 45-m telescope. We found a
half-shell like feature (HSF) with a high integrated line intensity ratio of ∫ TB(SiO v = 0, J =
2− 1)dv/∫ TB(H13CO+J = 1− 0)dv ∼ 6− 8 in the 50 km s−1 molecular cloud, which is a most
conspicuous molecular cloud in the region and harbors an active star-forming site seen as
several compact HII regions. The high ratio in the HSF indicates that the cloud contains huge
shocked molecular gas. The HSF is also seen as a half-shell feature in the position-velocity
diagram. A hypothesis explaining the chemical and kinetic properties of the HSF is that the
feature is originated by a cloud-cloud collision (CCC). We analyzed the CS J = 1− 0 emission
line data obtained by Nobeyama Millimeter Array to reveal the relation between the HSF and
the molecular cloud cores in the cloud. We made a cumulative core mass function (CMF)
of the molecular cloud cores within the HSF. The CMF in the CCC region is not truncated at
least up to ∼ 2500M⊙ although the CMF of the non-CCC region reaches the upper limit of
∼ 1500M⊙. Most massive molecular cores with Mgas > 750M⊙ are located only around the
1
ridge of the HSF and adjoin the compact HII region. These may be a sign of massive star
formation induced by CCC in the Galactic center region.
Key words: Galaxy: center — stars: formation—ISM: molecules — ISM: supernova remnants
1 Introduction
The Central Molecular Zone (CMZ) (Morris & Serabyn 1996) is the Galactic counterpart of the
central molecular cloud condensation often observed in nearby spiral galaxies (e.g. Sakamoto et al.
2011). The molecular clouds in the CMZ are much denser, warmer, and more turbulent than those in
the disk. There are young and highly luminous star clusters in the CMZ, for example Arches cluster
and Quintuplet cluster (e.g. Figer et al. 1999, Figer et al. 2002). The star formation in the CMZ
must be influenced by external factors, such as interactions with SNRs, HII regions, and cloud-cloud
collisions because they are crowded in the region (e.g. Morris 1993, Hasegawa et al. 1994, Hasegawa
et al. 2008). However, it is hard to know observationally how the cradle molecular clouds produce
such massive clusters because these clusters have already lost the surrounding molecular materials.
There are two most conspicuous molecular cloud surrounding the Galactic Center itself,
Sagittarius A∗(Sgr A∗). They are called the 20 and 50 km s−1 molecular clouds after their LSR
radial velocities (hereafter, 50MC and 20MC). The 50MC is located only 3′ from Sgr A∗. The 50MC
probably harbors a massive active star-forming site which is seen as several compact HII regions (e.g.
Ekers et al. 1983, Goss et al. 1985, Yusef-Zadeh et al. 2010, Mills et al. 2011) although the 20MC
is not associated with obvious HII regions. The star formation activity of the 50MC is on-going and
can be spatially resolved by radio and IR observations. In addition, the 50MC is probably associated
with a young SNR, Sgr A East (e.g. Tsuboi, Miyazaki, & Okumura 2009). Therefore the 50MC is the
best laboratory for understanding star formation influenced by external factors in the CMZ. Moreover
it may be the nearest analog of star formation in extragalactic nuclei.
In the third section, we search the evidence of interactions with SNRs, HII regions, and cloud-
cloud collisions in the Sgr A region, which is a main part of the CMZ, using the Galactic Center
Survey with the 45-m telescope at the Nobeyama Radio Observatory (NRO)1. We found a peculiar
feature in the 50MC. In the fourth section, we make core mass function (CMF) in the cloud using the
CS J = 1− 0 emission line data with Nobeyama Millimeter Array (NMA) and explore the relation
between the peculiar feature and the molecular cloud cores in the cloud. Throughout this paper, we
1 The Nobeyama Radio Observatory is a branch of the National Astronomical Observatory, National Institutes of Natural Sciences, Japan.
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Fig. 1. a The 20 and 50 km s−1 molecular clouds in an integrated line intensity ratio of
∫
TB(SiO v = 0, J = 2− 1)dv/
∫
TB(H13CO+J = 1− 0)dv =
T¯B(SiO2− 1)/T¯B(H13CO+1− 0). The integrated velocity range is VLSR = 15− 45 km s−1. The angular resolution is 26′′. Red circle shows the position
of Sgr A∗. Yellow circles show the positions of CH3OH Class I maser at 36 GHz (Yusef-Zadeh et al. 2013). b The 20 and 50 km s−1 molecular clouds in an
integrated line intensity line ratio of T¯B(SiO2− 1)/T¯B(CS1− 0). The velocity range is VLSR = 15− 45 km s−1. The angular resolution is 60′′.
adopt 8.5 kpc as the distance to the Galactic center. Then, 24′′ corresponds to about 1 pc at the
distance. And we use Galactic coordinates.
2 Observations
We used our observational datasets (channel maps) with the NRO 45-m telescope and NMA, which
have been already published as other papers. A short summary of our observations is as follows;
We have observed the Sgr A region in CS J = 1− 0 (48.990964 GHz) by using the NRO 45-m
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telescope (Tsuboi, Handa, & Ukita 1999). We also have observed the region in SiO J = 2− 1
(ν = 86.847010GHz) and H13CO+ J = 1− 0 (ν = 86.754330GHz) emission lines by using the NRO
45-m telescope (Tsuboi et al. 2011). These are parts of the NRO Galactic Center Survey. The
velocity resolution of these channel maps was 5.0 km s−1. The angular resolutions were 60′′ for the
CS J = 1− 0 maps and 26′′ for the SiO J = 2− 1 and H13CO+J = 1− 0 maps, respectively. These
correspond to about 2.5 pc and 1.1 pc at the distance to the Galactic center, respectively.
We have observed the 50MC in CS J =1−0 emission line by using NMA (Tsuboi, Miyazaki,
& Okumura 2009). The FWHM of the element antenna of NMA is 156′′ at 49 GHz. The velocity
resolution of the channel map was 3.8 km s−1. To make maps, we used the CLEAN method in the
NRAO AIPS package. The size of the synthesized beam was 8.5′′×10′′(φ=24◦) for a natural weight-
ing, which corresponds to about 0.35 pc×0.42 pc at the distance to the Galactic center. Features with
spatial scales larger than 1′ or 2.5 pc were resolved out.
3 Cloud-Cloud Collision in the 50 km s−1 Molecular Cloud
3.1 Huge Shocked Molecular Gas in the 50 km s−1 Molecular Cloud
The SiO J = 2− 1 emission line is strongly detected toward the whole 50MC (see Fig.3 in Tsuboi
et al. 2011). Si atom is sputtered from dust grains by non-dissociatve C-shocks, which later in the
gas-phase forms SiO molecule (e.g. Ziurys et al. 1989, Usero et al. 2008, Amo-Baladro´n, Martı´n-
Pintado, & Martı´n 2011). The velocity width required for the ejection is ∆v >∼ 30 km s−1. The
SiO emission line is therefore commonly accepted to be a tracer of shocked molecular gas. The area
with enhancement of SiO molecule indicates the region where shock wave propagated within 105 yr
because the molecule is adsorbed again on dust grain during the time scale. Meanwhile the fractional
abundance of H13CO+ ion is not enhanced by C-shock. The SiO J = 2− 1 and H13CO+ J = 1− 0
(ν = 86.754330GHz) emission lines are observed simultaneously because the frequency separation
between the emission lines is only 93 MHz. They are optically thin even in the Galactic center
molecular cloud (e.g. Handa et al. 2006). Therefore the integrated line intensity ratio, RSiO/H13CO+ =
∫
TB(SiO v=0,J =2−1)dv/
∫
TB(H13CO+J =1−0)dv= T¯B(SiO2−1)/T¯B(H13CO+1−0), is suitable
to search for shocked molecular gas avoiding the effect of the difference of the observation conditions.
Figure 1a shows the Sgr A region in an integrated line intensity ratio of RSiO/H13CO+ . The
integrated velocity range of the figure is VLSR = 15− 45 km s−1. The angular resolution is 26′′. We
identify a half-shell like feature withRSiO/H13CO+ ∼6−8 in the 50MC (hereafter, HSF). The diameter
of the HSF is D ∼ 3 pc. Meanwhile, there is not such feature in the 20MC. The enhancement of the
ratio must be caused by the increase of the fractional abundance of SiO molecule and/or the decrease
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of the fractional abundance of H13CO+ molecule. The 50MC is probably associated with a massive
active star-forming site as mentioned in the Introduction. H13CO+ ion may be destroyed by strong
UV radiation from the young massive stars. The decrease of the fractional abundance of H13CO+ ion
around the star-forming site produces an apparent circle feature with a high ratio of RSiO/H13CO+ even
when the fractional abundance of SiO molecule does not increase. In this case, there is still an open
question which is a dominant factor because any obvious sign of the feature is not seen both in the
channel maps of SiO v = 0,J = 2− 1 and H13CO+J = 1− 0 emission line (see Fig.4 in Tsuboi et al.
2011).
On the other hand, CS molecule is not so significantly enhanced by C-shock and is not so
easy destroyed by UV radiation (see Fig.6 in Martı´n et al. 2012). An integrated line intensity ratio
of RSiO/CS =
∫
TB(SiO v = 0, J = 2− 1)dv/
∫
TB(CS J = 1− 0)dv is also an indicator of shocked
molecular gas, which probably has insensibility to UV radiation. The angular resolution of the data
is 60′′. Figure 1b shows the Sgr A region in the integrated line intensity ratio. The integrated velocity
range is the same as that of figure 1a. We identify a prominent component with the high ratio of
RSiO/CS in the 50MC. The integrated line intensity ratio is RSiO/CS =0.8±0.05 at the center position,
which is three times larger than the ratio, RSiO/CS∼ 0.3, in other part of the 50MC. Although the HSF
clearly seen in figure 1a is almost concealed by the lower angular resolution of the CS data (60′′), it
is barely identified as a curved feature in figure 1b. There is a possibility that the optical thickness
of the CS emission line is somewhat large in the center region of the molecular cloud and produce a
feature with a high ratio without the increase of the fractional abundance of SiO molecule. However,
the half-shell morphology is hard to be produced by this effect because the optical thickness at the
center position should be larger than that of the surrounding region. In addition, the integrated line
intensity ratio of RH13CO+/CS=
∫
TB(H13CO+)dv/
∫
TB(CS)dv is uniformly∼ 0.10−0.15 in the whole
50MC. There is no feature with a peculiar integrated line intensity ratio in the cloud. These rule out
the possibility that the optical thickness of the CS emission line produces the feature apparently. Then
these indicate that the 50MC contains huge shocked molecular gas.
There is another feature with the high ratio in the north part of the 20MC in figure 1b. The
integrated line intensity ratio is RSiO/CS = 0.8± 0.05 at the peak position, which is larger than the
ratio, RSiO/CS ≃ 0.3± 0.1, in the south part of the 20MC. Meanwhile this feature has no significant
counter part with a high ratio of RSiO/H13CO+ in figure 1a. Yellow circles in figures 1a and 1b show
the positions of Class I methanol (CH3OH) maser at 36.17 GHz (Yusef-Zadeh et al. 2013). Class
I methanol masers are understood to be collisionally pumped in shocks. The positions of the maser
are associated with the feature. This suggests that the production of the shocked molecular gas is
on-going in the feature. The feature probably contains large amount of shocked molecular gas. In
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Fig. 2. Position-velocity daigrams of shocked molecular gas in the 50 km s−1 molecular cloud traced by TB(SiO)/TB(H13CO+). a Galactic longitude- velocity
diagram along b=−0.07◦. b Galactic latitude- velocity diagram along l=−0.02◦.
addition, there is another group of the masers around l∼−0.15◦ b∼−0.08◦. This may be associated
with another SiO feature with lower LSR velocity (Fig.8 in Tsuboi et al. 2012).
The difference of RSiO/H13CO+ between the features associating with the 20MC and 50MC
may be caused by the strength of the shock. As mentioned previously, the production of the SiO
molecule requires the velocity width of ∆V >∼ 30 km s−1 and it becomes more active with increasing
of the velocity width. Typical velocity widths of the SiO and H13CO+ emission lines in the 20MC
are narrower than those in the 50MC (see Fig.2 in Tsuboi et al. 2011).
3.2 Origin of Shocked Molecular Gas in the 50 km s−1 Molecular Cloud
Figure 2 shows the kinematic structures of the HSF traced by an integrated line intensity ratio of
RSiO/H13CO+ . Figure 2a is the Galactic longitude- velocity diagram along b=−0.07◦. The HSF seen
in figure 1a is also identified as a half-shell like feature with a high ratio of RSiO/H13CO+ ∼ 5− 8 in
the diagram. The velocity expanse of the feature, full width at zero-intensity (FWZI), is as large as
∆VFWZI ∼ 50 km s−1. This is consistent with the velocity width required for the production of SiO
molecule. Figure 2b is the Galactic latitude- velocity diagram along l=−0.02◦. A feature with a high
ratio corresponding the HSF is also seen in the Galactic latitude- velocity diagram.
As mentioned previously, no extended HII region is detected in the 50MC although several
compact HII regions are detected. At least, young massive stars in the disk region have no thermal
extended SiO emission comparable to the HSF. Thermal SiO emission line are detected around a
massive young star in the disk region, the Orion source I (Niederhofer, Humphreys, & Goddi 2012).
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The spatial expanse of the emission line is restricted around the source I, which is less than 0.1 pc or
much smaller than the distance between the compact HII regions and the HSF. The velocity expanse
of the emission line is as large as 20 km s−1, which is smaller than that of the HSF. In addition,
although many massive young stellar objects are detected in the Sgr A region (An et al. 2011), they
have no clear association with enhanced areas of thermal SiO emission line (Tsuboi et al. 2011). It
is hard to explain the origin of the shocked molecular gas in the 50MC by neighboring HII region.
Figure 3a shows the positional relation between the HSF in the 50MC and the Sgr A east
shell in 5-GHz radio continuum observed by VLA (contours; Yusef-Zadeh & Morris 1987). The
northwestern boundary of the HSF coincides with the southeastern boundary of the Sgr A east shell.
An extended component with moderate integrated line intensity ratio, RSiO/H13CO+ ∼ 3−4, traces the
southeastern boundary of the SNR shell. The integrated line intensity ratio probably shows that the
boundary region contains shocked molecular gas. However, most of the HSF is located outside of the
southeastern boundary of the SNR shell although this feature contains huge shocked molecular gas
as mentioned above. The positional anti-correlation suggests that the HSF was not produced by the
interaction with the SNR shell.
These kinematic features shown in Figure 2 and the appearance shown in Figure 1 indicate
that the shocked molecular gas has a hollow hemisphere-like shape in the l− b− v space. The one-
sided feature in the l− b− v space suggests that something impacts on one side of the molecular
cloud and the induced C-shock produces huge shocked molecular gas in the cloud. The shape in the
l− b− v space of the shocked molecular gas are consistent with simulations of cloud-cloud collision
(CCC) (e.g.Habe & Ohta 1992, Takahira, Tasker, &Habe 2014). In the case, The velocity expanse
of the feature may be as large as the velocity difference between an impactor and a cloud. If so,
this is enough to produce SiO molecule by shock. The dynamical time scale is t = D/∆VFWZI ∼
3pc/50kms−1 = 6× 104 yr. This is shorter than the life time of SiO molecule in gas phase, 105 yr.
Therefore, a probable hypothesis explaining the observed chemical and kinematic features is that the
HSF is produced by CCC.
Figure 3b shows the positions of Class I methanol (CH3OH) maser spots at 36.17 GHz (red
circles; Yusef-Zadeh et al. 2013) and 44.07 GHz (blue circles; Pihlstro¨m, Sjouwerman, & Fish
2011) observed by VLA in the the 50MC. The methanol maser spots at 36 GHz are probably located
both around the HSF and the southeastern boundary to the Sgr A east shell. Meanwhile the methanol
maser spots at 44 GHz are probably located on the HSF itself rather than the contact surface to the Sgr
A east shell. The methanol masers at 44 GHz appear to concentrate around the northeastern boundary
of the HSF. However, since the SE boundary out of the full width at half-maximum (FWHM) of the
element antenna of VLA at 44 GHz, we cannot rule out a distribution of 44 GHz masers in the SE
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Fig. 3. a Relation between the 50 km s−1 molecular cloud (50MC) in T¯B(SiO2− 1)/T¯B(H13CO+1− 0) (pseudo color) and the Sgr A east (SgrAE; white
contours) in 5-GHz radio continuum with VLA (Yusef-Zadeh & Morris 1987). The compact HII regions are also shown (red contours; Yusef-Zadeh et al.
2010). The integrated velocity range of the integrated line intensity ratio is VLSR = 15− 45 km s−1. b Blue circles shows the positions of 44 GHz class I
CH3OH masers (Pihlstro¨m, Sjouwerman, & Fish 2011). Red circles shows the positions of 36 GHz class I CH3OH masers (Yusef-Zadeh et al. 2013) for
comparison. Cross indicates the reference position where very high gas temperature > 300 K, has been reported based on NH3 observations (Mills &Morris
2013). c Relation between the 50MC in T¯B(SiO2− 1)/T¯B(H13CO+1− 0) (black contours) and in 850 µm continuum with JCMT (pseudo color; Pierce-Price
et al. 2000). d Filled circles shows the positions of identified molecular cloud cores overlaid on the integrated intensity map of the CS J = 1−0 emission line
with NMA (Tsuboi, Miyazaki, & Okumura 2009). Molecular cloud cores which are probably included in the half-shell like feature are shown as blue circles.
Large blue symbols show massive molecular cores with Mgas > 400M⊙ . Other molecular cloud cores are shown as black circles. A large circle shows the
full width at half-maximum (FWHM) of the element antenna of the NMA at 49 GHz.
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boundary either. The Class I methanol maser at 44 GHz is also pumped collisionally by shock wave.
However, the methanol maser at 44 GHz requires more extreme conditions for number density and
temperature than those of the methanol maser at 36 GHz (Pihlstro¨m, Sjouwerman, & Fish 2011).
They probably indicate the position of propagating shock wave at present. The concentration of the
methanol maser spots at 44 GHz around the northeastern boundary of the HSF supports that the HSF
was originated by CCC. In addition, cross in the figure indicates the center position of the area with
very high gas temperature, T > 300 K, which is detected in the observation of NH3 methastable lines
(Mills &Morris 2013). This area is probably associated with the concentration of the methanol maser
spots at 44 GHz.
Figure 3c shows the positional relation between the 50MC in RSiO/H13CO+ and in 850 µm con-
tinuum emission with JCMT (Pierce-Price et al. 2000), which indicates the distribution of dust. The
850 µm continuum emission traces the HSF very well. The sub-mm flux is proportional to the product
of the dust temperature and column density of the dust assuming that the emission is operatically thin.
We also assume that the gas-to-dust ratio is not change in the cloud. If the morphology of 850 µm
continuum is mainly controlled by the column density change of the dust rather than the dust tem-
perature change, the sub-mm morphology should resemble that of the molecular cloud itself, which
are traced by CS or H13CO+ emission lines, rather than that of RSiO/H13CO+ . On the other hand, if
the morphology were to be controlled by the dust temperature change, then the sub-mm morphology
would trace the site of heating of the dust. This suggests the shock heating of the dust by a CCC.
4 Molecular Cloud Cores in the Cloud-cloud Collision Spot
4.1 Identfication of Molecular Cloud Cores
We used the clumpfind algorithm (Williams et al. 1994) to automatically identify the molecular cores
in the 50MC. The channel maps, the detail procedure of core identification, and the list of identified
molecular cloud core already have been shown in the previous papers (Tsuboi, Miyazaki, & Okumura
2009, Tsuboi & Miyazaki 2012b). In the case of molecular cores in the disk region, the finding
method based on optically thin dust emission observation is seem to be superior to that based on
emission line observation (e.g. Pineda et al. 2009). However, the Galactic center molecular clouds
are too crowded to suffer from confusion when using the former method. The later method is barely
available because this separates the cores with the different radial velocity to the different channel
maps.
We analyzed the molecular cloud core list to explore any influence of the CCC on star forma-
tion in the 50MC. Figure 3d shows the position of the molecular cloud cores overlaid on the integrated
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intensity map of the CS J = 1− 0 emission line with NMA (Tsuboi, Miyazaki, & Okumura 2009).
Molecular cloud cores which are located in the HSF (black contour) are shown as blue circles. We
identified 21 cores in the HSF. We supposed that these molecular cloud cores are contained physi-
cally in the spot of the CCC. Molecular cloud cores which are located outside of the HSF are shown
as black circles in the figure. They mostly belong to the interacting region with the Sgr A east shell.
The positions of the molecular cloud cores and the judgements of whether they are located in the spot
of the CCC or not are summarized in Table 1. We use ”RSiO/H13CO+ > 4 or < 4 at the center position
of the core” as the criterion of the judgement because it is hard to find RSiO/H13CO+ > 4 in the area
except for the HSF (see Fig.1 and Fig.3a). The radial velocities, peak brightness temperatures with
the correction of the primary beam attenuation of the NMA, half width at half-maximum (HWHM)
radius and FWHM velocity widths (also see Tsuboi & Miyazaki 2012b) are also summarized in Table
1. To estimate the HWHM radius, we subtracted the physical resolution from the observed radius,
Ro: R = (R
2
o− r
2
beam)
1/2
, where rbeam is the physical resolution; rbeam =
√
0.35×0.45
2
= 0.2 pc.
4.2 Mass Estimation of Molecular Cloud Cores
The molecular gas mass of the identified cores is re-estimated from the CS J = 1− 0 emission line
intensity under the LTE condition. The molecular column density traced by the CS J =1−0 emission
line with the optical thickness of τ is given by
Nmol(τ)[cm
−2] =
7.55× 1011Tex
∫
TBdv[K kms
−1]
X(CS)
×
τ
1− e−τ
. (1)
Here, τ is the optical thickness of the CS J =1−0 emission line; X(CS) is the fractional abundance,
X(CS)=N(CS)/Nmol, which is the relative abundance of CS molecules to total molecules; Tex is the
excitation temperature of the CS J = 1− 0 emission line. These parameters are likely to be different
from core to core. The τ in the 50MC had been estimated to be τ ∼ 1− 3 using the comparison
between the emission line intensities of the major and minor isotopes (Liu et al. 2013). Here, we
assumed that the molecular cores have a single optical thickness of τ = 1.7. If so, the remaining
error by the optical thickness should be suppress to be less than±50%. Using RADEX LVG program
(van der Tak et al. 2007) based on CS J = 1− 0 and 2− 1 emission line data in the 50MC (CS
J = 1− 0; Tsuboi, Handa, & Ukita 1999, CS J = 2− 1; Tsuboi, Ukita, & Handa 1997, Bally
et al. 1987), the Tex and X(CS) of the cores are evaluated. We assumed that the molecular cores
have the single gas kinetic temperature of TK = 80 K (e.g Mills &Morris 2013). Figure 4 shows the
calculated relations between the brightness temperature ratio of the CS J = 1− 0 and CS J = 2− 1
emission lines, TB(CS J =2−1)/TB(CS J =1−0) and the brightness temperature of the CS J =1−0
emission line on the plane of H2 number density, nH2 , versus CS fractional abundance per velocity
10
103
104
105
106
10-810-910-1010-11
X(CS)/dv/dr [km-1 s pc]
10-12 10
-7
Radex
102
n
(H
2) 
 
[cm
-
3 ]
L
80
L
6040
20
10
7
4
CS 
T =80 KK
2.0
1.5
1.25
1.0
0.8
0.6
0.4
L
0.2 0.4
0.81.5 3 6 12 24
TR(CS2-1) 
TR(CS1-0)
Fig. 4. The curves of the CS J = 1− 0 brightness temperatures, TB(CS J = 1− 0) (black thin lines) and the brightness temperature ratio, TB(CS J =
2− 1)/TB(CS J = 1− 0) (black thick lines) are shown on the plane of H2 number density vs. CS fractional abundance per velocity gradient. The curves are
calculated by the RADEX program at a kinetic temperature of TK = 80 K. Filled circles show the identified CS molecular cores in the 50MC. The curves of
the excitation temperature (red broken lines), Tex(CS J = 1− 0) are also shown.
gradient, X(CS)/(dv/dr). The figure also shows the curves of the excitation temperature of CS
J = 1− 0 emission line on the plane of nH2 versus X(CS)/(dv/dr). Filled circles in the figure show
the identified CS molecular cores in the 50MC. They have large scatters of Tex = 20− 80 K and
X(CS) = 0.5− 9× 10−8, respectively. These corrections are applied to the LTE masses. They are
also summarized in Table 1.
We calculate LTE molecular gas mass of the core from the derived distribution of the molecular
column density. The molecular gas mass is given by
Mgas[M⊙] = Ω[cm
2]µ[M⊙]
∑
m
∑
n
Nmol(m,n,τ)[cm
−2], (2)
where Ω is the physical area corresponding to the data grid, Ω= 6.44×1034cm2 for a 2′′ grid spacing
of the data cube and µ is the mass of one particle with mean molecular weight of 2.3; thus, µ =
1.94× 10−57M⊙. The range and mean of the molecular gas mass are Mgas = 1.8× 102− 6.1× 103
M⊙ and Mgas = 1.1× 103 M⊙, respectively. The molecular gas masses are summarized in Table 1.
We also estimate the molecular gas mass by using the virial theorem assuming no external
pressure and no magnetic field. The virial theorem mass of a spherical cloud with uniform density is
nominally given by
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Mvir[M⊙] = 210×∆V1/2[kms
−1]2R[pc] (3)
where ∆V1/2 is the FWHM of a Gaussian emission line profile with the correction of the optical
thickness. The range and mean of the observed velocity width of the cores are ∆V1/2 = 2.9− 12.9
km s−1 and ∆V 1/2 = 7.8± 2.5 km s−1, respectively. The range and mean of the virial theorem mass
in the CS J = 1− 0 emission line are Mvir = 2.4× 102− 1.5× 104 M⊙ and Mvir = 5.2× 103 M⊙,
respectively. The ratio, α =Mvir/Mgas, indicates the relation between the virial theorem mass and
the LTE molecular gas mass. The mean of the ratio is α¯ = 6.9± 1.7. They are also summarized
in Table 1. This indicates nominally that the cores are not bounded without any external pressure.
Although similar situation has been reported for larger-scale molecular clumps in the CMZ (e.g.
Miyazaki & Tsuboi 2000), what is the external pressure for bounding of the cores in the cloud is still
an open question.
4.3 Size Spectrum of Molecular Cloud Cores
Figure 5a shows the cumulative size spectrum (SS) of the molecular cloud cores within the 50 km s−1
molecular cloud (50MC). The cumulative SS of the Ori A molecular cloud is also shown in the figure
for comparison (Tatematsu et al. 1993). The 50MC is a factor 20 more distant than the OriAMC,
while the effective angular beam size of our data is 6 times sharper than that of the OriAMC data
because of the sparse sampling of the OriAMC data. There is still a factor 3 difference between the
physical effective resolutions. The physical resolutions are indicated as vertical broken lines in the
figure. The cumulative SSs of the 50MC and OriAMC have breaks at R ∼ 0.37 pc and R ∼ 0.25
pc, respectively. The truncations generally means that a radius of the molecular cloud cores reaches
any upper limit. The mean radius of the detected cores in the 50MC, R¯ = 0.34± 0.12 pc, is twice
larger than that of the OriAMC data, R¯= 0.16±0.06 pc (Tatematsu et al. 1993). Because the values
are larger than the physical resolutions, they are not significantly affected by the limitations of the
resolution. Therefore the radius of the cores in the 50MC is larger than that in the OriAMC.
Figure 5b shows cumulative SSs of the cloud-cloud collision (CCC) and non-CCC regions in
the 50MC. Both SSs have similar break at R∼ 0.37 pc. The mean radiuses of the detected cores in the
CCC and non-CCC regions are R¯ = 0.39± 0.11 pc and R¯ = 0.28± 0.11 pc, respectively. The radius
of the cores in the CCC region is slightly larger than that in the non-CCC region. However, there is
a possibility that the difference of the radius is produced as artifact by the limitation of the resolution
because the half number of cores in the non-CCC region are around the effective resolution.
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Fig. 5. a Cumulative size spectrum (SS) of the molecular cloud cores within the 50 km s−1 molecular cloud (50MC) is shown (black circles). The horizontal
axis is the HWHM radius of each clump, R. To estimate the HWHM radius, we subtracted the physical resolution from the observed radius, Ro: R =
(R2o − r
2
beam)
1/2
, where rbeam is the physical resolution; rbeam = 0.2 pc. The physical resolution is indicated as a vertical broken line. The cumulative
SS of the Ori A molecular cloud is also shown for comparison (green squares; Tatematsu et al. 1993). The cumulative SSs of the 50MC and OriAMC have
breaks at R ∼ 0.37 pc and R ∼ 0.25 pc, respectively (black arrows). b Cumulative SSs of the cloud-cloud collision (CCC) (red circles) and non-CCC (black
diamonds) regions in the 50MC are shown. Both SSs have similar breaks at R∼ 0.37 pc (black arrows).
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Fig. 6. a Cumulative core mass function (CMF) of the molecular cloud cores within the 50 km s−1 molecular cloud (50MC) is shown (black circles). The
cumulative CMF of the Ori A molecular cloud is also shown for comparison (green squares; Tatematsu et al. 1993). The cumulative CMFs of the 50MC
and OriAMC have breaks at M ∼ 1200M⊙ and M ∼ 300M⊙ , respectively (black arrows). The inclined solid line shows the best-fit power law, N ∝
M−0.9±0.1(M > 5× 102M⊙). The slope corresponds to a CMF of dN/dM ∝ M−1.9±0.1 . The inclined broken line shows the best-fit power law,
N ∝M−0.8±0.1(70M⊙ <M < 300M⊙). The slope corresponds to a CMF of dN/dM ∝M−1.8±0.1 .
b Cumulative CMFs of the cloud-cloud collision (CCC) (red circles) and non-CCC (black diamonds) regions in the 50MC are shown. There is a faint break at
M ∼ 2500M⊙ in the cumulative CMFs of the CCC (black arrow). The inclined solid line shows the best-fit power law, N ∝M−1.0±0.1(M > 1.2×103M⊙).
The slope corresponds to a CMF of dN/dM ∝M−2.0±0.1.
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4.4 Core Mass Function of Molecular Cloud Cores
Figure 6a shows the cumulative core mass function (CMF) of the molecular cloud cores in the 50MC
and also shows the cumulative CMF based on the CS J = 1− 0 emission line data of the Ori A
molecular cloud (OriAMC) for comparison (Tatematsu et al. 1993). The total mass of the 50MC is
4− 10× 105 M⊙ derived from sub-millimeter continuum data assuming dust temperature;Td = 20K
and metallicity;Z⊙/Z = 1 (Pierce-Price et al. 2000) . And those of CCC and non-CCC are estimated
to be 3− 6× 105 M⊙ and 1− 3× 105 M⊙, respectively (see Fig. 3c). Meanwhile the total mass of
OriAMC is 0.5−1×105 M⊙ (e.g. Tatematsu et al. 1993, Nagahama et al. 1998, Johnstone & Bally
1999). Three regions have comparable total masses.
The cumulative CMF of the 50MC has a break at M ∼ 1200M⊙ although there is other undu-
lation (arrows in Figure 6a). We use an inflection point of the curve as the definition of “break”. The
truncation in a cumulative CMF generally means that a mass of the molecular cloud cores reaches
any upper limit in the mass range (e.g. Mun˜oz et al. 2007). Because the radius of the cores cor-
responding the break is larger than the beam size (see Table 1), the break is not significantly af-
fected by the insufficient angular resolution. Meanwhile the cumulative CMF of the OriAMC has
a break at M ∼ 300M⊙. The inclined solid line shows the best-fit power law for the cumulative
CMF of the 50MC, which is N ∝ M−0.9±0.1(M > 500M⊙). The slope corresponds to a CMF of
dN/dM ∝ M−1.9±0.1(M > 500M⊙). The derived power law slope of the CMF is flatter than that
of the 50MC, dN/dM ∝M−2.6±0.1, which is previously derived with the assumption of single Tex
(Tsuboi & Miyazaki 2012b). Meanwhile the slope of the best-fit power law of the OriAMC corre-
sponds to a CMF of dN/dM ∝M−1.8±0.1(70M⊙<M < 300M⊙). The power law index of the 50MC
is similar to that of the OriAMC. We applied Kolmogorov-Smirnov test to the cumulative CMFs to
check whether they differ. The null hypothesis that the cumulative CMF of the 50MC is the same as
that of the OriAMC is rejected because of p< 0.001. The CMF in the 50MC is top-heavy as compared
with that in the OriAMC.
We also made cumulative CMFs of the molecular cloud cores within the CCC and non-CCC
regions in the 50MC. Figure 6b shows the cumulative CMFs and the cumulative CMF of the OriAMC
for comparison. The CMF of the CCC region is not be truncated at least up to ∼ 2500M⊙. On the
other hand, the cumulative CMF of the non-CCC region reaches the upper limit of ∼ 1500M⊙. The
apparent break of the 50MC mentioned above is probably caused by the upper limit of the non-CCC
region. The slope of the best-fit power law of the CCC region corresponds to a CMF of dN/dM ∝
M−2.0±0.1(M > 1200M⊙). The power law index of the CCC region is similar to that of the OriAMC.
The number of the cores including in the non-CCC region is too small to evaluate the slope of the
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best-fit power law accurately although the slope of the non-CCC region may be also parallel that of
the Ori AMC. We applied Kolmogorov-Smirnov test to the CMFs to check whether the CMFs of the
CCC and non-CCC regions differ. The null hypothesis that the CMF of the CCC region is the same as
that of the non-CCC region is rejected because of p <∼ 0.03. There is a possibility that the CCC makes
top-heavy CMF.
4.5 Massive Molecular Cloud Cores in the Cloud-cloud Collision Spot
As mentioned above, the HSF is lying between the concentration of the methanol maser at 44 GHz
and the compact HII regions (see figures 3a and 3b). The age of the compact HII regions is reported
to be as young as 104− 105 yr (Yusef-Zadeh et al. 2010). Five most massive molecular cores with
Mgas > 750M⊙ are located only around the ridge of the HSF (see figure 3d). Less massive molecular
cores are not located around the inner boundary. The positional shift of the methanol masers, the
shocked molecular gas, the massive molecular cores, and the compact HII regions suggest that CCC
makes the numerous massive molecular cores and transforms from usually observed truncated CMF
to a top-heavy CMF (Cf. Inoue & Fukui 2013, Namekata & Habe 2011). The massive molecular
cores produce consecutively many massive stars by accretion within 105 yr (e.g. Krumholz et al.
2008). There is a possibility that the 50 MC make a new luminous cluster as a cradle molecular cloud
with CCC. In addition, such CCC-induced star formation has been reported to produce luminous
clusters in the disk region (e.g. RCW49 and Westerlund 2: Furukawa et al. 2009, M20: Torii et al.
2011, NGC3603: Fukui et al. 2014). On the other hand, there is no massive molecular cores with
Mgas > 750M⊙ in the non-CCC region (see also Table 1). The region mostly corresponds to the the
interacting region with the Sgr A east as mentioned previously. The interaction seems not yet to affect
the core mass in the region because the age of the SNR is as young as 1× 104 yr (e.g. Zhao, Morris,
& Goss 2013).
Our observation using the Atacama Large Millimeter-submillimeter Array (ALMA) already
started to find molecular cloud cores in the cloud and image their fine structures. This information
will be crucial in resolving these issues.
5 Summary
We performed an analysis of star-forming sites influenced by external factors, such as SNRs and/or
cloud-cloud collisions, to understand the star-forming activity in the Galactic center region using the
NRO Galactic Center Survey in SiO v = 0,J = 2− 1, H13CO+J = 1− 0, and CS J = 1− 0 emission
lines obtained by the Nobeyama 45-m telescope. We found a half-shell like feature with a high ratio
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of RSiO/H13CO+ in the 50MC, which harbors an active star-forming site. The high ratio of ∼ 6− 8 in
the feature indicates that there is huge shocked molecular gas in the cloud. This feature is also seen
as a half-shell feature in the position-velocity diagrams. A hypothesis explaining the chemical and
kinetic properties is that the feature is the spot of CCC. We analyzed the CS J = 1− 0 emission line
data of the molecular cloud obtained by Nobeyama Millimeter Array to explore any influence on the
star formation by CCC. The cumulative CMF in the CCC region is not truncated up to ∼ 2500M⊙.
Most massive molecular cores with Mgas >∼ 750M⊙ are located only around the ridge of the HSF.
In addition, we identified positional shift of the spot of CCC, the massive molecular cores, and the
compact HII regions. If this line means a time sequence of active star formation with CCC, the 50
MC is a cradle molecular cloud forming a new luminous cluster.
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Table 1. Molecular Cloud Cores in the Galactic Center 50 km s−1 Molecular Cloud
No. l b VLSR ∆V R Mvir TB X(CS) Tex Mgas α CCC
[deg.] [deg.] [km s−1] [km s−1] [pc] [M⊙] [K] [K] [M⊙] [y/n]
1 -0.0157 -0.0700 45.0 11 0.53 1.4e+04 9.0 6.1e-08 28 9.2e+02 15 yes
2 -0.0117 -0.0807 29.7 9.8 0.66 1.3e+04 10 2.6e-08 55 6.1e+03 2.2 yes
3 -0.0104 -0.0733 45.0 11 0.55 1.5e+04 8.4 4.5e-08 32 1.5e+03 10 yes
4 -0.0192 -0.0696 45.0 12 0.47 1.5e+04 7.0 8.8e-08 20 3.9e+02 37 yes
5 -0.0290 -0.0685 37.3 7.8 0.39 4.9e+03 7.7 6.2e-08 25 3.3e+02 15 yes
6 -0.0149 -0.0650 37.3 14 0.38 1.5e+04 6.6 8.2e-08 21 2.3e+02 67 yes
7 -0.0181 -0.0565 60.3 7.1 0.17 1.8e+03 7.8 4.4e-08 26 2.0e+02 9.2 no
8 -0.0159 -0.0558 60.3 7.6 0.31 3.7e+03 7.7 4.5e-08 33 3.9e+02 9.5 no
9 -0.0232 -0.0695 41.2 7.1 0.48 5.1e+03 5.5 1.9e-08 28 1.5e+03 3.5 yes
10 -0.0195 -0.05741 64.1 5.6 0.16 1.1e+03 7.0 2.2e-08 28 3.1e+02 3.4 no
11 -0.0244 -0.0643 48.8 8.0 0.37 5.0e+03 5.8 2.1e-08 28 7.7e+02 6.5 yes
12 -0.0267 -0.0586 41.2 8.9 0.40 6.5e+03 7.3 3.1e-08 33 7.4e+02 8.8 no
13 -0.0130 -0.0606 64.1 6.2 0.29 2.4e+03 6.1 2.2e-08 30 6.1e+02 3.9 yes
14 -0.0067 -0.0697 45.0 9.0 0.38 6.6e+03 5.9 1.8e-08 39 1.2e+03 5.3 yes
15 -0.0265 -0.0545 48.8 5.7 0.41 2.8e+03 8.4 3.1e-08 23 4.7e+02 6.0 no
16 -0.0237 -0.0580 41.2 10 0.29 6.3e+03 6.7 3.8e-08 31 5.5e+02 11 no
17 -0.0161 -0.0598 56.5 4.2 0.26 9.6e+02 6.0 1.1e-08 28 7.4e+02 1.3 yes
18 -0.0205 -0.0600 60.3 7.6 0.34 4.1e+03 5.9 2.0e-08 28 6.9e+02 5.9 yes
19 -0.0224 -0.0644 52.6 7.2 0.30 3.2e+03 5.3 1.8e-08 27 5.1e+02 6.4 yes
20 -0.0204 -0.0560 41.2 9.3 0.39 7.0e+03 7.0 2.7e-08 35 1.2e+03 6.1 no
21 -0.0125 -0.0668 60.3 7.3 0.45 5.0e+03 5.1 1.4e-08 33 1.7e+03 2.9 yes
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Table 1. (Continued)
No. l b VLSR ∆V R Mvir TB X(CS) Tex Mgas α CCC
[deg.] [deg.] [km s−1] [km s−1] [pc] [M⊙] [K] [K] [M⊙] [y/n]
22 -0.0248 -0.0626 37.3 12 0.31 9.0e+03 5.4 1.0e-08 60 2.8e+03 3.2 yes
23 -0.0138 -0.0624 56.5 5.4 0.33 2.0e+03 5.2 9.3e-09 27 1.3e+03 1.5 yes
24 -0.0123 -0.0490 52.6 7.6 0.17 2.1e+03 5.6 1.3e-08 32 4.6e+02 4.5 no
25 -0.0182 -0.0585 64.1 4.9 0.19 9.5e+02 9.8 2.9e-08 30 3.0e+02 3.2 no
26 -0.0109 -0.0586 60.3 5.5 0.50 3.2e+03 5.9 1.5e-08 19 1.1e+03 3.0 no
27 -0.0133 -0.0516 67.9 6.7 0.32 3.1e+03 8.0 7.2e-08 26 1.8e+02 17 no
28 -0.0285 -0.0714 48.8 7.5 0.38 4.5e+03 4.9 1.6e-08 30 8.8e+02 5.1 yes
29 -0.0214 -0.0671 37.3 10 0.32 7.1e+03 4.4 8.2e-09 48 2.5e+03 2.8 yes
30 -0.0151 -0.0488 56.5 7.3 0.20 2.3e+03 8.9 1.1e-08 80 1.6e+03 1.5 no
31 -0.0022 -0.0728 75.6 4.3 0.18 6.7e+02 5.7 1.0e-08 30 6.8e+02 0.99 no
32 -0.0324 -0.0758 48.8 2.4 0.19 2.4e+02 5.2 5.2e-09 26 5.0e+02 0.47 no
33 -0.0036 -0.0705 71.8 7.4 0.20 2.3e+03 5.1 1.6e-08 26 2.4e+02 9.6 no
34 -0.0083 -0.08516 14.4 9.2 0.43 7.6e+03 5.4 7.8e-09 55 3.9e+03 1.9 yes
35 -0.0054 -0.0813 29.7 6.9 0.25 2.5e+03 5.1 6.1e-09 55 2.6e+03 0.96 yes
36 -0.0053 -0.0636 56.5 8.5 0.38 5.9e+03 5.0 8.0e-09 38 1.5e+03 3.9 no
37 -0.0058 -0.0744 75.6 3.1 0.25 5.2e+02 4.2 5.8e-09 28 7.3e+02 0.71 yes
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